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ARCHITECTURE AND COMMUNITY APPEARANCE REVIEW COUNCIL
MINUTES

Minutes of the meeting held by the Architecture and Community Appearance Review Council on Wednesday, August 12, 2015 at the Town House, 11 Main Street, South Salem, New York 10590.
The meeting was called to order at 8:07 pm.  

Present:

 Gail Ascher 
 Ciorsdan Conran, Chair
 
 Virginia LoBosco

 Kenneth McGahren
Aimee Hodges, Acting Secretary
I. Review of the June 10, 2015 minutes was held.  Ms. Conran made a motion to accept the minutes as presented.  Ms. LoBosco seconded.  In Favor: Ms. Conran, Ms. LoBosco and Mr. McGahren. Abstain: Ms. Ascher. 
II. NEW SUBMISSIONS/REVIEWS
Cal No. 12-15-ACARC/BD
This is an application by Michelle & Denis McGuire [Owner of Record] Property Address: 801 Route 35, Cross River in the matter of a garage addition, two-story addition and front porch

Sheet 18, Block 10535, Lot 5, Zone R-1/2A-SC

When confirming the meeting scheduled this evening with the applicant, the Secretary learned that the applicant was out of the country. The Board agreed to briefly review the application submitted this evening and would provide their initial reactions to the applicant.
Ms. Ascher indicated that she visited the property earlier in the day.

Ms. Conran expressed concern with the number of ridgelines and wondered if this could be simplified. She noted that the changes to the main house and the porch were attractive.
Ms. Ascher noted that the applicant is proposing to tear down the existing garage reconstructing it on an angle closer to the road; this will be very visible from the road. She reviewed photographs of the existing house that she had taken earlier in the day. She did not understand the multiple roofs being proposed.

Ms. Conran noted that the proposed roof lines overpower the original house.

Ms. Ascher noted that the house as it exists is a nicely proportioned building and described it as quaint and charming. Both she and Mr. McGahren believed that what was proposed would completely change the character of the home. 
The members agreed that what is being proposed makes great use of the interior space.

There was a question as to why the garage was being angled. Ms. LoBosco thought that maybe it was to provide better access to the road. Mr. McGahren noted that the residence is very close to steep slopes in the rear of the property. He further noted that the septic location is not shown on the site plan.
Mr. McGahren does not believe that what is being proposed compliments the existing home. He would like to hear the explanation as to why the proposed roof line is so high.
The Secretary was directed to provide the applicant with the council’s initial reaction to the plans submitted:
· The Council has concerns with how the proposed addition interfaced with the original dwelling

· The Council has concerns with the angled garage

· The drawings need more depth; it is hard to visualize what is being proposed and what is existing
· The roof over the master bedroom is high and overwhelms the main living area of the house
IV. 
OTHER BUSINESS –  

· Correspondence received August 5, 2015 from Steven R. Kaplan, Architect regarding 397 Smith Ridge Road, formerly known as Lewisboro Self Storage. Mr. Kaplan advised that the project name has changed to South Salem Self Storage necessitating a text change to the approved sign reflecting the name change. The color and font will remain the same to the extent that the longer name can be accommodated. If not, the point size of the font will be slightly reduced. The physical size of the sign will not change. 
Ms. Conran made a motion to accept the minor change described in this correspondence. The motion was seconded by Mr. McGahren. In Favor: Ms. Ascher, Ms. Conran, Mr. McGahren and Ms. LoBosco.
V.  
NEXT MEETING DATE:  September 9, 2015
VI. Adjourn Meeting – With no further business, the meeting adjourned by Ms. Conran, seconded by Ms. LoBosco at 8:32 pm. 
Minutes respectfully submitted by:

Aimee M. Hodges
Acting Secretary
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