Open Space and Preserves Advisory Committee (OSPAC)
Meeting Minutes: March 9, 2015
Attendance:

Members: 
Greg Monteleone 

Mark Gordon

Rose Bonnano 

Dana Mayclim

Stan Weil
Callie Bauer

George Scott

Michael Ferrara

Joe Tansey

Guests: 

Dan Welsch (Town Board) 

Don Moore (Boy Scout)

Regrets:
David Gordon

Steven Morowitz 

Scribe: Mark Gordon 
Meeting began 7 PM at Town House 
Discussions

· For HS students, in the spring, Rose plans an educational program across several preserves.

Updates on the Preserves:

       
Leon Levy Preserve: 
· Eagle Boy Scout project, Alex Wagner, Goldens Bridge Troop 154-created a new Green Trail. Alex is guided by Mike Surdej, George and naturalists.   

· Several new trails have been added to Leon Levy Preserve (LLP) this year.  
· Action: George will develop new (temporary) draft map by May 1. 

· Rose is planning a program to plant native plants around the parking lot on Rte 123.  Looking to engage senior citizens.   

· Considering a trail in the watershed area on Rte 123 across from LLP.  Alex made an all-weather educational sign about vernal pools.

· OSPAC reviewed proposals regarding the black mansion ruins and voted to stabilize the existing structure while maintaining it as close as possible to its natural state. 

· George encouraged a possible trail extension to a gorge and overlook. 

· 10 trail stewards now serve LLP (covering 5 different sections)      

· LLT hike at LLP on Sat, May 16 

Old Field Preserve: 

· Eagle Scout project, Liam Hafter 

· Joe noted 5-yr plan, nice progress.  Several fields have been completed. Some vine work remains.  Have received grant money to obtain weevils to treat the mile-a-minute invasive.  

· To develop an area in which a horse trailer can turn around.  

· Action: David will discuss mapping technique with George and Joe, then re-format preserve map (when the snow clears), and submit to Greg.

· To establish maintenance plan for brush-hogging.

Brownell Preserve (Goldens Bridge): (discussed with Mr. Parsons and Mr. Delucia)
· Several months ago, Crown Maple secured approval to harvest maple sap from trees in Brownell.  An array of drainage tubes and ducts is in place.  The fees from Crown Maple will be reinvested into the preserve and will support the development of a management plan and ultimately the possibility of state funding.  

· Educational programs will be created for adults and children.  Hopefully this will increase visit to Brownell.  
Onatru Farm Preserve: 
· For his Eagle Scout project, Robert King, Vista Troop 101, has reopened Eastern Trail. 
· GPS mapping done.  Updated preserve map. 

· Action: repair damaged kiosk.
Town Park 

· Don Moore’s Eagle Scout proposal-work on blue trail. Construct bog bridge, mini-kiosk, directional sign eastern entrance, trail closed signs for areas with heavy erosion, and check-dam for steep hill with heavy erosion.   

· Don will request Town Board’s approval in April 2015.  
Katonah Lewisboro School District (JJHS/JJMS) and Michelle Estates (ME)

· Proposal to develop a multiuse trail 

· Plan to activate trail easement in ME

· In the late autumn, Dan Welsh, Tommy Nohilly, and Jan met on proposed trail with an ME representative. 

· No clear progress in discussions over the winter

· Good support from Town Board/Mr. Parsons. 

· Action: Greg will arrange meeting with Tommy, Dan, David, and Mark regarding next steps.

· Consider outreach to school board members 
Trail Stewards: 
· Trail stewards will patrol their preserve and help keep the trails open and maintained.  
· Two Tiers of volunteers: Preserve Steward, Trail Crew

A Bike-Pedestrian Master Plan for the Hamlet-no update today

Misc business 

· Mark and David will send to Greg the minutes from each meeting within about 1 week of the meeting. Greg will circulate the minutes, receive and consider any comments, and then submit the approved minutes to the Town Administrator.  

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.

Future meeting(s): April 13, 2015, 7 PM at the Town House 
PAGE  
1

