Open Space and Preserves Advisory Committee (OSPAC)
Meeting Minutes: May 20, 2015 v2. 
Attendance:

Members: 
Greg Monteleone 

Mark Gordon

Rose Bonnano 

George Scott

Michael Ferrara

Joe Tansey

Susan Henry 

Dan Welsch (Town Board) 

Steven Morowitz 

Dana Mayclim

David Gordon

Guests: 

Mike Surdej 

Regrets:
Stan Weil

Callie Bauer

Scribe: Mark and David Gordon 
(Revisions  GS, SH)
Meeting began 7 PM at Town House 
Discussions

Updates on the Preserves:

       
Leon Levy Preserve (LLP): 
· To laminate and post a new entry sign. New trail map and signage added to kiosk. 
· Eagle Boy Scout project, Alex Wagner, Goldens Bridge Troop 154-created a new Green Trail. Alex is was guided by Mike Surdej, George, Rose and naturalists.   

· Several new trails have been added to LLP.  George has provided a provisional map

· Problem: some trail blazes and trail barriers have been removed. Hikers should notify police of suspicious action.

· Lewisboro Land Trust planted native plants around the parking lot on Rte 123. Looks beautiful but need to avoid putting rocks around periphery due to risk of damaging cars, vehicles accidently moving rocks into parking lot and snow plows pushing rocks into piles. ACTION: Someone (who?) to notify LLT to remove existing periphery rocks and not add more.   

· Considering a trail on across Rte 123 across from LLP parking lot.  Most of the trail will be on dry land with probably a few wetlands crossings.

· Town Board approved restoration of black mansion ruins by stabilizing existing structure.
Old Field Preserve (OFP): 

· To put down more gravel.  Fix large rut at parking lot entrance. 

· Preserve will be treated with weevils in July for mile-a-minute invasive.  Lots of poison ivy.  

· David and Mark performed GPS of trails and trail maintenance.  David will reformat preserve map with GPS markers and submit.  

· May ask JJHS senior “interns” to volunteer with trail maintenance and repair (e.g. erect trail signs on locust posts)
Brownell Preserve (Goldens Bridge): 
· Crown Maple has approval to harvest maple sap from trees in Brownell.  An array of drainage tubes and ducts is in place (and will remain year-round).  The fees from Crown Maple will be reinvested into the preserve and will support the development of a management plan and ultimately the possibility of state funding.   ACTION: Dana will check that payments are being received
· Educational programs will be created for adults and children, but none yet.  Hopefully this will increase visit to Brownell.  
Onatru Farm Preserve: 
· Eagle Scout project, Robert King, Vista Troop 101, has reopened Eastern Trail (completed). 
Town Park (no update)
· Don Moore’s Eagle Scout proposal-work on blue trail. Construct bridge (above ground level over an intermittent wash area), mini-kiosk, directional sign eastern entrance, trail closed signs for areas with heavy erosion, and check-dam for steep hill with heavy erosion.   

Katonah Lewisboro School District (JJHS/JJMS) and Michelle Estates (ME)

· Proposal to develop a multiuse trail. Plan to activate trail easement in ME

· David, Dan Welsh (Town Board), Tom Nohilly (JJHS Head Cross Country and Track and Field Coach), and Jan met again on trail last week.  To reroute proposed trail around wet areas. 
· Tommy will present trail proposal at School Board Meeting on June 4.

· Good support from OSPAC/Town Board/Mr. Parsons. Some progress in discussion between ME and trail organizers 
· Mark will recontact owner, 16 Mt Holly E, about trail access (betw Mt. Holly East and Silkman (ME). 

Falcon Ridge

· Provision for a trail in the community.  Dan, representing Town Board, will contract Boniello so appropriate people can advise about the trail. May need wetlands inspection. The certificate of occupancy will be based on the trail. 

Trail Stewards: 
· Trail stewards will patrol their preserve and help keep the trails open and maintained.  
· Two Tiers of volunteers: Preserve Steward, Trail Crew

· Chief Trail Stewards are still needed for OFP and Brownell. No prospects at this time. 

· George’s idea: trail hats for volunteers. Hats would be dark green with yellow letters “Lewisboro Trail Volunteer” written on 2 lines. Approval for Dana to buy hats. Will be given/sold to volunteers who regularly do trail work. George will buy hats for 4 JJHS interns and 2 Eagle Scouts.
Misc business 

· In May-June, Rose, George and Mike Surdej oversee 4 JJHS senior students in an internship in which they work with various local preserve and trail entities (OSPAC, LLT, NYNJ Trails Conf., etc.) on a hands-on educational and community service project (e.g. native plant garden). Students are doing fantastic work!
· OSPAC strongly supported Mike Surdej’s interest to joining OSPAC.  Town Board is expected to approve his nomination in 1-2 mos.  

· In celebration of National Trails Day on June 6, OSPAC plans a hike at Onatru at 10 AM. OSPAC will invite LLT (Sue Henry, contact person) to join us on the hike. This is OSPAC’s monthly member hike - let’s have a good showing from OSPAC. Greg to ask Lewisboro Ledger to cover the event.
· Susan Henry updated OSPAC on H2H (Hudson to Housatonic) initiative, an inter-state collaboration of more than two dozen local and regional conservation organizations in Connecticut, and Westchester and Putnam Counties, led by Westchester Land Trust and 3 other organizations.  Thirteen focal areas make up the region. Lewisboro is part of two focal areas: 1) Lewisboro, North Salem, Ridgefield 2) Lewisboro, Pound Ridge, Ridgefield, working across municipal and state lines, where there exists climate resilient habitat, e.g. wooded areas, and important sources of drinking water.  The initiative seeks to engage landowners to gain a better understanding of their vital role in sustaining the critical natural resources that support people and wildlife.  Two fora are planned for these focal areas 1) Pound Ridge library, June 20th 10:00 – 12 noon, 2) Mt. Lakes Park, August 8th 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Invitation lists include private property owners whose land qualifies for climate resiliency, i.e. wooded landscapes, potential for protection of native species and  bird habitat and protection of water quality.  Neighbors will have the opportunity to raise questions and discuss with one another. Experts will be available for consultation.  We anticipate questions about invasive species. OSPAC members are welcome at either or both of these get-togethers. 

· Mianus River Project (Sue Henry)-planting native species

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.

Future meeting(s): June 8, 2015, 7 PM at the Town House 
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